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God, for she said to her children: "I have sacrificed
you all to God."
She died on November 29,1780, at about nine o'clock
in the evening.
A messenger went at once to inform Kaunitz that
the Empress had died. He was dining when his servant
admitted this messenger. The Chancellor still forbade
any one to mention death in his presence. He looked up
questioningly as the messenger from the Hofburg entered.
The man bowed his head and did not speak. Two tears
rolled slowly down the old Chancellor's cheeks. His
servant had never before seen him display any emotion.
After Maria Theresa's death, the Church did not
repay her for her narrow-minded loyalty to her God.
Pope Pius VI. would not allow her to be buried by his
legate in Vienna with the pomp usually shown a deceased
Catholic monarch. Pius declared that such honours
could not be given a woman, even though she had been
the ruler of a great Catholic country. And the Austrian
people, to whom throughout her life she had wanted to
be a good mother, now made it clear that they resented
her harsh type of motherhood as deeply as her own
children resented it. It is recorded that disrespectful
remarks rose from the crowd as the funeral cortege moved
slowly through the streets of Vienna. Her people felt
little grief at her passing. They already knew that
Joseph, who the next year proclaimed religious freedom
in Austria, would be a more humane ruler than his
mother had been. Ironically enough, Frederick, her
bitterest enemy, was one of the few human beings who
appreciated what she had done for her country. " After
the death of Charles VI.," he wrote," Europe thought that
Austria was lost A woman, however, raised this country
again, and maintained its position with firmness/*

